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Sample Participant Feedback 

Catholic Distance University’s Online Seminar 

“Apologetics:  Evidence for the Existence of God” 

June 24―July 15, 2013 
 

 
“Dear Professor Hemler, I appreciate the time that was taken to prepare for this 
course―the many sources and video references (which enhanced the class 

presentations from week to week), and the many interesting perspectives of fellow 
contributors. The material is useful to me in my high school theology classes and 

personally enriching. I found the presentations stimulating and thought-provoking; 
I whirled them around in my brain all week! Overall, the material and weekly 
presentations in this course added to my present knowledge and started a process 

of how I can break this down for my students. The wheels are turning, and that is 
the best every instructor hopes for. Thank you, Professor Hemler.”  (Wilmington, 

Delaware) 
 
“I have gained ample information from this course that will enable me to more 

confidently counter skeptics who doubt God’s existence. There is plenty of 
information from physics and cosmology, from biology for evolutionary creation, 

and human nature and reason contained in philosophical arguments to support 
acknowledgement of God’s existence if the hearer is open-minded. There is 
abundant evidence for God’s existence that I can point out to help others, especially 

youth, so that their leap of faith may be to place their trust in God rather than 
materialistic science.”  (Dallas, Texas) 

 
“In the fall, I will be responsible for teaching religion to grades four through eight. I 
will have to develop lesson plans based on my students ages and their current 

stage of faith development. I am looking forward to this challenge. The evidence for 
the existence of God taught in this class will be invaluable to me in teaching these 

young minds. Questions that I myself had were answered. I feel that with the 
knowledge I have gained I will be better prepared to face the challenge. Of all the 

classes I have taken through CDU, this is the one I have enjoyed the most, and feel 
will benefit my teaching the most.”  (Toledo, Ohio) 
 

“I found the information and reference materials from this seminar to be deeply 
enriching. Being in the sciences all of my adult life, I have frequently been faced 

with discussions about my beliefs concerning God and my reasons for believing in 
Him. The materials for this seminar are a true gift! To have all of this information 
aimed at the central question of God's existence is a veritable treasure trove for me 

as a teacher of junior high kids! The scientific arguments speak to me and very 
much to the kids I teach because this is the world they operate in. The 

philosophical and logical arguments reach into my mind and heart. I appreciate 
these materials to help articulate some very deep ideas and will be using them in 
my classroom. Thanks for a WONDERFUL course!”  (Findlay, Ohio) 
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“If someone asked me several weeks ago to tell them why I believe in God, my 

response might have included 'because I was raised to believe in God, I can’t 
remember a time when I didn’t believe in God' or even 'because I want to go to 

heaven.' These are hardly compelling reasons to believe in someone/something 
that is so central to my life and my family’s life! Upon studying the readings of Prof. 
Hemler’s seminar, though, I would now respond, 'because believing makes so much 

sense' and 'God gives us the freedom to believe or not to believe; He does not 
make Himself fully apparent so as not to tarnish this freedom.' Study of the 

evidence discussed in the seminar readings (cosmology, the laws of nature, biology 
and human nature) can lead one to the conclusion that an entity outside the 
universe and constraint of time must exist. As a parent, I often have the 

opportunity to catechize and will refer to the ideas I learned in the seminar. In a 
similar way, my teaching job in a Catholic school warrants the same knowledge as I 

instruct elementary students.”  (Arlington, Virginia) 
 
“Professor, I truly enjoyed this course. I now feel more equipped to answer those 

never ending Sixth Grader questions. For myself this is not the end but the 
beginning of looking at Church doctrine and Scripture with, as you stated at the 

start of this seminar, 'the need for an engaged, articulate and well formed laity.' 
During the three weeks of this seminar, I surprised myself in at first thinking, oh I'll 

never understand the science end of it, it's probably way over my head but I was 
wrong. Well here I am and I was very surprised at myself to see that I grasped a 
lot more of the science than I thought I could handle.”  (Brooklyn, New York) 

 
“I found this apologetics course to be thoughtful and interesting. As a Catholic 

school student and now a primary school teacher in a Catholic school, I now realize 
I had become complacent about my faith. This course has challenged my outlook. I 
feel I can better explain the God connection to our world. As a parent and a teacher 

I am often faced with the question, 'How do we know there is a God?' I can now 
answer this difficult question with more knowledge and confidence than before this 

course.”  (Forest Hills, New York) 
 
“This has been a great seminar! I so appreciate your good work Professor Hemler! 

Over time I have encountered various aspects that we have discussed in this 
seminar and I now have a better grasp in ordering the various facets such as the 

'three C's.' I will never forget cosmos, consciousness, conscience, the Five Ways, 
the Common Consent, Pascal's Wager, and the 'fourth C'! Thank you again, 
professor, and thank you to all the students contributions.”  (Victoria, Texas) 

 
“Hi Professor Hemler and fellow online classmates! I just wanted to thank you for 

the very well presented, insightful course of study, and great responses. You've 
made me think about apologetics in a new way, as well as help to coalesce my 
thoughts on the way in which God is revealed throughout His creation. I'm really 

happy I took this course!”  (Richmond Hill, New York) 
 


