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 Early Church Growth & Threats (30-312 AD) 

 Rapid Growth & Great Councils (313-450 AD) 

 Rise of Christendom (450-1050 AD) 

 High Medieval Church (1050-1300 AD) 

 Renaissance to Reformation (1300-1600 AD) 

 Worldwide Growth (<1500-1800 AD) 

 Revolution to Renewal (1600-2000 AD) 



 
 

 
 

 

 

¸ Papal Treaty of Tordesillas 

declared that non-European world 

from mid-Atlantic  

ïEast belonged to Portugal  

ïWest belonged to Spain 

¸ Popeôs gift was conditional on 

their converting natives to 

Christianity  

 

¸Columbus discovers New World 

Age of Exploration 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Catholic Missionaries 

Catholic 

Priests with 

Spanish, 

Portuguese 

& French 

Explorers 

Spread Faith 



 
 

 
 ¸Conquistadores: 

ïñConquerorsò Spanish soldiers who first 

came to the Americas 

¸Goals of Spanish explorers: 

ïGod 

ïGlory 

ïGold 

¸Sometimes goals got confused 

¸Video: Age of Exploration 

 

Spanish in Latin America 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Latin American Catholicism 

¸Despite facing hardship, many 

native people adopted the faith 

of their conquerors 

¸Major Reason: Our Lady of 

Guadalupe 

ïMaryôs apparition to St. Juan 

Diego in 1531 

ï9 million native Americans 

embraced the Catholic faith 

ïPatroness of the Americas 



 
 

 
 

Latin American Catholicism 

¸St. Rose of Lima (1586-1617) 

ïDaughter of Spanish settlers 

in Lima, Peru 

ïSpent her life in service of 

the poor 

ïFirst American declared a 

saint 



 
 

 
 

North American Colonies 

¸13 British colonies 

ïMostly founded 

by Protestants 

escaping 

religious 

persecution in 

Europe 

¸Video: Settlers 

16th - 18th Centuries 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

North American Colonies 

¸From the beginning, 

religion, especially 

evangelical Christianity, 

very strong in 13 colonies 

ï1700s Great Awakening 

¸Video: The Great Awakening 

17th - 18th 

Centuries 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

North American Colonies 

¸Maryland only colony friendly to Catholics 

¸Act of Toleration of 1649 

ïDecree by colonial government granting 

freedom of religion in Maryland 

¸ In time, Puritans overtake the colony and ban 

Catholic worship and education 

ïRemained in effect until just before the 

American Revolution 

¸ Video: American Revolution and Christianity 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Discussion Question 

¸John Adams, the second U.S. President, 

warned in 1798 that, ñOur Constitution was 

made only for a moral and religious people.   

It is wholly inadequate to the government of 

any other.ò 

¸Can the ñseparation of church and stateò be 

taken too far, such as when all government 

support of religious expression is removed 

and thereby the existence of the democratic 

government itself becomes endangered?  



 
 

 
 

Eastern part of ancient world accessible to travelers in the 1st century A.D.  

The silk road, 

Persian royal 

road, Roman 

roads, and 

shipping routes 

combined to form 

extensive 

interregional 

networks of 

exchange in 

Afroeurasia 

 

Early Christianity in India 



 
 

 
 

 

 
¸ As per tradition, Thomas landed at 

Cragnore (on Malabar coast)  

ï Healed sick and demon-possessed  

ï Converted local Jews & people from 

various castes  

ï Established 7 congregations on  

Malabar (southwestern) coast 

¸ Thomas martyred at whatôs now 

called St. Thomas Mount in 72 A.D. 

St. Thomas Christians 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
¸ First Catholic connection with Indian 

Christians began with Franciscan Fr. 

John of Monte Corvino 

ïStayed in India for 13 months 

while on his way to China  

ïVisited St. Thomasô tomb and 

baptized around 100 persons  

 

Early Christianity in India 



 
 

 
 

 

 ̧ Catholic Church influence on Malabar 

Church began with Vasco de Gamma 

ïArrived in Calicut 

ïReturned & landed in Cochin 

¸Malabar leaders asked for an alliance 

against Muslim attacks 

¸ Portuguese established their first 

Indian settlement in Cochin 

ïBut moved to Goa for political 

reasons 

 

Portuguese in India 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 ̧ Jesuit missionary Francis Xavier 

came to Goa 

ïTaught Apostles' Creed, Lord's 

Prayer & Ten Commandments 

ïBaptized 10,000 in a single month 

¸ Many converts in India, Ceylon (Sri 

Lanka), Malacca and Japan 

¸ Video: St. Francis Xavier 

 

 

Portuguese in India 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 ̧ On way to China, Francis Xavier died  

ïMortal remains brought to Goa 

ïBody incorrupt & exposed on 

special occasions for veneration 

 

Portuguese in India 



 
 

 
 

 

 ̧ Alexis de Menezes, a powerful 

Catholic Archbishop arrived in Goa 

¸ Convened Synod of Diamper at 

Udayamperoor (Kerala) intending  

ïDestruction of errors & heresies 

¸ Purged books of false doctrines 

ïSevered centuries old relations 

with Persian Church 

ïUnion of Syrian church with 

whole Catholic church 

 

 

Portuguese in India 



 
 

 
 

 

St. Thomas Christians 

Present St. Thomas Christian Groups (in Karala) 

West Syriac (Antiochian) 
East Syriac 

(Chaldean) 

Oriental 

Orthodox-

Reformed 

Oriental Orthodox  

(aligned with Eastern Orthodox) 

Eastern Catholic 

(loyal to Pope) 

Assyrian 

Church of 

the East 

Mar 

Thoma 

Church 

(Anglican) 

Malabar 

Indepen-

dent 

Syrian 

Church 

Indian 

Orthodox 

Church 

Jacobite 

Syrian 

Orthodox 

Church 

Syro-

Malankara 

Catholic 

Church 

Syro-

Malabar 

Catholic 

Church 

Chaldean 

Syrian 

Church 



 
 

 
 

16th - 20th 

Centuries 

¸Ferdinand Magellan 

first Roman Catholic 

to arrive in the 

Philippines in 1521 

ïMass held when 

they arrived 

¸1565 ï Augustinian 

missionaries arrived 

¸1577 ï Franciscan 

missionaries arrived 

Catholicism in The Philippines 



 
 

 
 

¸1581 ï Jesuit 

missionaries arrived 

¸1587 ï Dominican 

missionaries arrived 

¸1611 ï Dominicans 

established 1st 

Catholic University 

ïUniversity of Santo 

Tomas  

ïñRoman Pontifical 

Universityò  

Spread of Catholicism 



 
 

 
 
 

Baclayon Church, 1595 

 

Early Churches 

San Agustin Church, 1571 


